
Oakland Measure DD 
Community Coalition 

Estuary Park Task Group Update 
November 2025 

November 2025 meeting appears to have been cancelled.

To keep you informed, we have prepared this online update with a summary of key actions 

The Task Group is comprised of James Vann, Naomi Schiff, John Klein, Jennie Gerard, and 
Bill Threlfall and was appointed March 18, 2024. 

Following is an overview of Task Group actions & related Estuary Park events:

July 9, meeting of Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission (PRAC) 

Patrick VanNess, Executive Vice President of Forward Planning, Signature 
Development Group represented the developer.  He presented three 

Council-adopted Estuary 
Park Master Plan Draft. They were prepared by the developer.  However, there was no City RFP 
for park redesign or Council resolution requesting redesign of the Master Plan. 
All three schemes placed housing and related paving on the entirety of Parcel N, a 2.8 parcel 
owned by the developer but encumbered by a contractual obligation to offer to convey the 

Parcel N as an integral part of the design. 
Estuary Park Task Group 

collaborated with Portobello HOA, JLAC, rower 
groups, and park advocates to send targeted 
email outreach designed to stimulate 
attendance at this PRAC meeting. Interest and 
in-person attendance was strong, resulting 
approximately 90 participants. 
All public comments at the meeting were in 
strong 

alternatives.  DD Task Group representatives 
spoke at the meeting, providing some of this support. 
The City provides a record of the public comment here: 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:47f43e76-eb38-457e-aebc-
6b7b269f2806
The agenda item was informational only; no action was taken. 
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Task Group monitors Accela 
 
 The Task Group continues to monitor developer submissions to Accela

online repository for planning applications.  These submissions occur without notice, 
so vigilance is required to keep up to date.

 For example, we found that the plans presented by the developer at the July 9 PRAC 
were not current.  Accela postings at the time showed newer plans with two five-
story buildings as shown here in this view. 

Task Group interacts with Assistant City Administrator Elizabeth Lake 

 The Task Group interacted by Zoom and email with ADA Lake several times during 
June and July of 2025. We were reacting to constructive ideas presented by ADA 
Lake and conveying a formal Coalition position regarding Parcel N. 

Task Group meets with Mayor 
 
 On October 17, 2025, the Task Group met with Mayor Barbara Lee about Estuary 

Park.  In a lengthy meeting, we provided background and raised concerns about the 
adverse impacts on Measure DD of the delays and uncertainty resulting from the 

  We answered question and 
agreed to respond in writing to a follow-up request from the Mayor. 

Developer pulls item from October 8 PRAC 
 
 For the October 8, 2025 PRAC, the Estuary Park agenda item included a developer 

presentation and called for action this time, seeking PRAC recommendation of 
entitlement changes to permit housing on Parcel N, as well as a request to the City 
Council to direct staff to process an amendment to the EPMP to redesign Estuary 
Park and contain all future park improvements and renovation within the Estuary 
Park land area as its boundaries exist today  

 The Task Group again collaborated with others in outreach to publicize this meeting. 
 On October 7, 2025, without explanation, the developer pulled this requested item 

from the PRAC agenda.  City planning staff said: The Developer has not provided 
any reasoning as to the request and staff cannot speculate as to the reasoning  

 Subsequent reports reveal that the Parcel N project is now .  
The Task Group does not consider this situation to be any sort of resolution that 
would allow progress on Estuary Park; instead, it results in further problematic delay 
and uncertainty for Measure DD progress. 

 Bottom line: Estuary Park continues to be stalled, and without input from Terri 
Fashing or a designated OPW representative, we have insufficient information to 
make plans or set expectations.  

Follow-up letter to Mayor 
 
 As a follow-up to our meeting with Mayor Lee, on October 27, 2025, we provided a 

written response to her request for key information which will show that the 

further .  The letter provides a good overview of the key practical and policy issues 
that have been the focus of the Task Group in recent smonths. The letter is 
appended below. 
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