
 

 

CITY OF OAKLAND   
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission   
  
AGENDA FOR SPECIAL MEETING  
Date:         Wednesday, September 16, 2026  
Time:   4:30 PM  
Location:  Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue  
  
Remote access instructions:  
The following options are available to join this meeting remotely via Zoom: 
To join online, please click on the following link:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83145523371 

• To join by phone, please use one of the options below:  
o One-tap mobile.  

US: +14086380968,,83145523371# US (San Jose) or +16694449171,,83145523371#  
   Join via audio: 

+1 408 638 0968 (San Jose) or +1 669 444 9171 or +1 669 900 6833 (San Jose) or  
+1 253 215 8782 (Tacoma) or +1 346 248 7799 (Houston) or  
+1 719 359 4580 or +1 253 205 0468 or +1 309 205 3325 or  
+1 312 626 6799 (Chicago) or +1 360 209 5623 or +1 386 347 5053 or  
+1 507 473 4847 or +1 564 217 2000 or +1 646 876 9923 (New York) or  
+1 646 931 3860 or +1 689 278 1000 or +1 301 715 8592 (Washington DC) or 
+1 305 224 1968 US 

o Webinar ID:   831 4552 3371 
o International numbers available: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbWtuST59T 

 
How to submit Public Comment before and during the meeting:  

1. To submit comments for review by the Commission before the meeting date, email comments 
to publiccomments2prac@oaklandca.gov.  

2. To comment in person during the meeting, please complete a Speaker Card and provide to 
meeting coordinators before the Chair opens the floor to Public Comment on that Item.  Each 
speaker will be called to the podium by name and permitted to comment for the allotted time.  

3. To comment during the meeting online, click “Raise Your Hand” when prompted. When it is 
your turn to speak, please unmute yourself. You will be permitted to comment on the open Item 
for the allotted time and re-muted.  See instructions on how to “Raise Your Hand” here:  
https://support.zoom.com/hc/en/article?id=zm_kb&sysparm_article=KB0068290.  

4. To comment during the meeting by phone, please call one of the phone numbers listed above. 
You will be prompted to “Raise Your Hand” by dialing *9 to request to speak.  When it is your 
turn, please unmute yourself by dialing *6.  You will be permitted to comment on the open Item 
for the allotted time and re-muted.    
  
  

If you have questions, email publiccomments2prac@oaklandca.gov or contact Oakland Parks, 
Recreation and Youth Development at 510-238-7275. Thank you.  
    

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83145523371
https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbWtuST59T
https://support.zoom.com/hc/en/article?id=zm_kb&sysparm_article=KB0068290
https://support.zoom.com/hc/en/article?id=zm_kb&sysparm_article=KB0068290
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AGENDA FOR SPECIAL MEETING  
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission  
Date:   Wednesday, September 16, 2026   
Time:   4:30  PM  
Location:  Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue  

NOTE: Public Comment will be taken during this meeting as follows…  
• If you have a comment to make about an Item on this agenda, you may do so after the Chair 

opens the floor to Public Comment on that Item.  
• If you have a comment to make about a topic that is not on this agenda, you may do so under  

Items 5 and 10, Open Forum and Continuation of Open Forum.  
   
Agenda Items  
  

1. Call to Order  
  

2. Roll Call / Determination of Quorum  
‒  Alper, Barach, Cervantes, Henderson, Kos-Read, Omolo, Thomas (Excused), Tran 

(Excused), Watkins, Whitmore  
  

3. Modification of the Agenda  
  

4. Disposition of Minutes  
 ‒  Draft minutes from regular meeting on July 8, 2026.  

  
5. Open Forum  

 ‒  Comment on all items not on this agenda will be taken at this time.  
  

6. Measure Q Update  
 ‒  Monthly OPW Informational Report on Measure Q and Performance Measure Updates.    

•     Verbal Update on status of the Parks Assessment Work 
  

7. New Business  
  
7A.  REQUEST FOR PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

(PRAC) TO APPROVE THE RENAMING OF CESAR CHAVEZ PARK TO LA 
FAMILIA PARK AND FORWARD THE RECOMMENDSTION FOR 
CONSIDERATION TO COUNCIL FOR FINAL APPROVAL.  

 
7B.  REQUEST FOR THE PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY 

COMMISSION TO APPROVE THE SALE OF THE CITY-OWNED PORTION 
OF GARFIELD PARK TO OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DUSTRICT FOR 
FIVE HUNDRED NINETY-SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
($597,500.00) FOR THE EXPANSION OF GARFIELD ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL.  
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‒ Commissioner Thomas: National Night Out – First week in August. Coordinating event in 
District 6. 

 
10. Continuation of Open Forum 

‒ Final comments on items not on the agenda are taken at this time. 
 

In-Person: 0 
Remote:  0 

 
11. Adjournment: 5:26 p.m. 

 
Motion: Acting Chair Tran entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Moved by: Commissioner Cervantes 
Seconded by: Commissioner Alper 

Vote: Yes (6) Barach, Omolo, Henderson, Thomas, Watkins 
and Whitmore. 
No (0) 

Action: Motion Passed. 
 
 

 
Next Regular PRAC Meeting 

Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2026 
Time: 4:30 PM 
Location: Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue 

 
 
 

Visit PRAC’s website for Agendas, Meetings, Minutes, and more information. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Myka Hammock 
Director 
Secretary 

 
 
 

Gail McMillon 
Acting Recording Secretary 

https://secure.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAHBu0wI9V-PGownorROhtdWPOrMcQpnNW
https://secure.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAHBu0wI9V-PGownorROhtdWPOrMcQpnNW
https://www.oaklandca.gov/boards-commissions/parks-and-recreation-advisory-commission
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AGENDA FOR SPECIAL MEETING  
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission  
Date:   Wednesday, September 16, 2026   
Time:   4:30  PM  
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Accessibility Information:  
This meeting location is wheelchair accessible.   
  
To request disability-related accommodations or to request an ASL, Cantonese, Mandarin or Spanish 
interpreter, please email publiccomments2prac@oaklandca.gov or call Oakland Parks, Recreation and 
Youth Development at (510) 238-7275 or TDD/TTY (510) 238-3254 at least ten (10) days before the 
meeting. Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting as a courtesy to attendees with 
chemical sensitivities. Thank you.  
  
Esta reunión es accesible para sillas de ruedas. Si desea solicitar adaptaciones relacionadas con 
discapacidades, o para pedir un intérprete de en español, Cantones, Mandarín o de lenguaje de señas 
(ASL) por favor envié un correo electrónico a publiccomments2prac@oaklandca.gov o llame al (510) 
238-7275 o (510) 238-3254 por lo menos cinco (5) días hábiles antes de la reunión. Se le pide de favor 
que no use perfumes a esta reunión como cortesía para los que tienen sensibilidad a los productos 
químicos.  Gracias.  
  

會場有適合輪椅出入設施。需要殘障輔助設施, 手語, 西班牙語, 粵語或國語翻譯服務, 請在會議前

五個工作天電郵 publiccomments2prac@oaklandca.gov 或致電 (510) 238-7275 或 (510) 238-3254  

TDD/TTY。請避免塗搽香氛產品，參加者可能對化學成分敏感。  



 

 

CITY OF OAKLAND   

Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission   
  
DRAFT MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING  
Date:   Wednesday, July 8, 2026  
Time:   4:30 PM  
Location:  Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue  
  
Agenda Items  
  

1. Call to Order:  4:52 PM 
  

2. Roll Call / Determination of Quorum    
Alper, Barach, Cervantes, Henderson, Kos-Read, Omolo, Thomas, Tran, Watkins, Whitmore  
  

 Present (4): Commissioners Tran, Alper, Cervantes, and Thomas.  
 Remote (2):     Commissioners Kos-Read and Whitmore.  
Excused (4):     Chair Barach, Vice Chair Omolo, Commissioners Henderson and  

  Watkins.   
    Absent (0):            
         Action:    Quorum confirmed.  
        Commissioner Tran served as Acting Chair in Chair Barach’s absence. 
  

3. Modification of the Agenda ‒ None.  
  

4. Disposition of Minutes  
‒ Draft minutes from regular meeting on July 8, 2026.  

 
 Motion:   Acting Chair Tran entertained a motion to approve the minutes.  

 Moved by:   Commissioner Thomas   
 Seconded by:   Commissioner Cervantes 
              Vote:   Yes (6) Tran, Alper, Cervantes, Thomas, Kos-Read, and Whitmore.  

        No (0)  
 Action:   Motion Passed.  

  
5. Open Forum  

‒ Comment on all items not on the agenda are taken at this time.  
  

In-Person: 0  
 Remote: 0  

       Email: 0 
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6. Measure Q Update  
‒ Monthly OPW Informational Report on Measure Q and Performance Measure Updates.  

• No report this month.  
   

7. New Business  
7A. Request for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission (PRAC) to approve 

Friends of Sausal Creek (FOSC) to collect donations and auction proceeds onsite 
at the 30th Anniversary Sunset Soiree to be hosted at the Native Plant Nursery 
located within Joaquin Miller Park on Saturday, September 26, 2026, from 
5:00pm – 8:00pm.   

 
 Public Comment:   
 In-Person: 0 
 Remote: 0 
 Email:  0   
 
  Motion:  Acting Chair Tran entertained a motion to aprove the request. 
         Moved by:  Commissioner Cervantes  
     Seconded by:  Commissioner Alper 
        Vote:  Yes (6) Tran, Alper, Cervantes, Thomas, Kos-Read and  

     Whitmore.  
             No (0) 
    Action:   Motion Passed. 
 
7B. Request for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission (PRAC) to approve 

the Incredible Church request to collect on-site registration fees, raffle ticket 
sales, merchandise and sponsor fees at the Incredible Church 3K/5K Run, Walk, 
Roll to be held at Lakeside Park Fairyland Grassy Area on Sunday, October 4, 
2026 from 6:00am – 12 pm. 

  
 Public Comment:   
 In-Person: 0 
 Remote: 0 
 Email:  0 
 
  Motion:  Acting Chair Tran entertained a motion to approve the request. 
         Moved by:  Commissioner Cervantes 
     Seconded by:  Commissioner Thomas 
        Vote:  Yes (6) Tran, Alper, Cervantes, Thomas, Kos-Read  

                 and Whitmore. 
            No (0) 
    Action:  Motion Passed.  
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7C. Request for Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission to approve a Gift-in-

Place donation for forty-nine thousand dollars ($49,000.00) from the Friends of 
the Rockridge-Temescal Greenbelt (FROG) for the installation of landscaping, 
sitting logs, and replacement of fence to Frog Park and the Frog Park 
Climatescape.   

 
 Public Comment:   
 In-Person: 0 
 Remote: 0 
 Email:  0 
 
  Motion:  Acting Chair Tran entertained a motion to approve the request. 
        Moved by:   Commissioner Cervantes 
    Seconded by:  Commissioner Thomas 
        Vote:  Yes (6) Tran, Alper, Cervantes, Thomas, Kos-Read   

                 and Whitmore. 
            No (0) 
    Action:  Motion Passed.  

  
8. Planning and Conditional Use Permits (CUPs)  

None.  
   

9. Update from the Director, Committees, and Announcements  
  

Director’s Update:  
‒ This month is Parks and Recreation month where we celebrate at all of our Recreation   
      Centers. 
   Saturday, July 11, 2026, at Larry Reid Sports Center, OPRYD is hosting a Park Play   
      Lending Library at 10:00 am.   
‒ July 29, 2026 – Nature Camp at Feather River Camp  
‒ July 30, 2026 – Groundbreaking for Lincoln Recreation Center 
‒ August 4 to 7, 2026 – Recreation Centers will be going to Feather River Camp 

   
Announcements:  
‒ Asst. CIP Coordinator, Quincy Williams:  
   On July 13, 2026, OPRYD, in collaboration with the Roots Soccer Club, a mural was 

unveiled at one of Rainbow Recreation Center’s underutilized outdoor court. 
Internationally known artist, Shepard Fairey created the mural. The court was repurposed 
for use as a futsal.        

   Saturday, August 29, 2026 – the City will present the re-opening of Tyrone Carney Park. 
The re-opening /ribbon cutting ceremony will start at 11:00 am.  The park, which closed 
in 2003, will feature new park equipment and a bust of Tyrone Carney.    
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‒ Commissioner Thomas:  National Night Out – First week in August.  Coordinating event in 
District 6.   

  
10. Continuation of Open Forum  

‒ Final comments on items not on the agenda are taken at this time.  
  

In-Person:   0  
 Remote:   0  
  

11. Adjournment:  5:26 p.m.   
  

Motion:  Acting Chair Tran entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
        Moved by:  Commissioner Cervantes  
    Seconded by:  Commissioner Alper 
        Vote:  Yes (6) Barach, Omolo, Henderson, Thomas, Watkins  

                 and Whitmore. 
            No (0) 
    Action:  Motion Passed.  
 
 

  
Next Regular PRAC Meeting 
     Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2026 
     Time: 4:30 PM 
     Location:   Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue 
 
 
 
Visit PRAC’s website for Agendas, Meetings, Minutes, and more information. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Myka Hammock 
Director 
Secretary 
 
 
 
Gail McMillon 
Acting Recording Secretary

https://www.oaklandca.gov/boards-commissions/parks-and-recreation-advisory-commission
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C I T Y  O F  O A K L A N D 

Oakland Parks, Recreation & Youth Development 

 
TO: Marc Barach, Chair, Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
FROM: Cynthia Armstrong, Oakland Parks, Recreation & Youth Development 
DATE: August 21, 2026 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

(PRAC) TO APPROVE THE RENAMING OF CESAR CHAVEZ PARK TO 
LA FAMILIA PARK AND FORWARD THE RECOMMENDATION FOR 
CONSIDERATION TO COUNCIL FOR FINAL APPROVAL. 

 

SUMMARY 
Councilmember Noel Gallo, who represents Oakland City Council District 5 and the Fruitvale 
community, has requested consideration of renaming César Chávez Park as La Familia Park. 
The request comes during a broader public reassessment of facilities and public spaces named for César 
Chávez following serious allegations of sexual abuse that became public in March 2026. Reporting 
concerning these allegations has resulted in cities, school districts, public agencies, labor organizations, 
and community institutions throughout California reconsidering commemorative names associated with 
Chávez. 

 
BACKGROUND / LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
César Chávez Park is a neighborhood park located along Foothill Boulevard in Oakland’s Fruitvale 
community. City records identify César Chávez Park as a City-owned park in Fruitvale, and the park has 
historically served as an important neighborhood open space for children, youth, families, and residents. 

 
The park was originally known as Foothill Meadows Park. Beginning in 2001, Fruitvale youth and 
residents participated in efforts to beautify the park and strengthen community ownership of the space. 
Youth Advocates for Fruitvale Parks and Open Spaces subsequently led an extensive community effort 
to rename the park in honor of labor and civil rights leader César Chávez. That effort reportedly 
generated more than 800 petition signatures and letters of support from community organizations, 
businesses, churches, Oakland Unified School District leadership, and local elected officials. On May 
28, 2002, the Oakland City Council unanimously approved the renaming of Foothill Meadows Park as 
César Chávez Park. 

 
The history of the park is therefore closely connected to community participation, youth leadership, 
civic engagement, and Fruitvale's cultural identity. Those values remain important considerations in 
evaluating any proposed change to the park's name. 

PROJECT / PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
The proposed name La Familia Park is especially appropriate for a neighborhood park in Fruitvale 
because it shifts the emphasis from commemorating a single individual to recognizing a broader and 
enduring community value. 

La familia translates to the family in Spanish, but within the cultural and community context of 
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Fruitvale, the phrase can carry a broader meaning encompassing immediate and extended family, 
multiple generations, neighbors, community relationships, and the collective responsibility to care for 
one another. 

 
Fruitvale has long been recognized for its strong Latino cultural identity and community institutions. In 
2023, the Oakland City Council established the Fruitvale Latino Cultural District, recognizing the 
historical and continuing contributions of Oakland's Latino community and specifically identifying 
public and cultural assets in the district, including César Chávez Park, the César E. Chávez Branch 
Library, Fruitvale Transit Village, Josie de la Cruz Park, Peralta Hacienda Historical Park, and Carmen 
Flores Recreation Center. 

Renaming the park La Familia Park would therefore remain consistent with the cultural character of the 
neighborhood while providing a name that is welcoming across generations, backgrounds, and identities. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The proposed renaming of César Chávez Park is anticipated to have a limited one-time fiscal impact to 
the City of Oakland. The primary costs associated with the renaming would be related to replacing or 
modifying facility identification and wayfinding signage and updating printed or physical materials 
displaying the existing facility names. 

 
To minimize the fiscal impact, staff will evaluate whether certain signage and materials can be updated 
as part of regularly scheduled maintenance, replacement, or procurement cycles rather than requiring 
immediate replacement of every affected item. 

 
At this time, the total one-time implementation cost has not been determined. Staff will develop a more 
detailed cost estimate prior to final City Council consideration and identify appropriate existing 
departmental appropriations or other available funding sources to cover implementation costs. 

 
Overall, the proposed renaming is anticipated to result in a minimal fiscal impact, with no significant 
ongoing fiscal impact to the City. 

 
PUBLIC OUTREACH / INTEREST 
From a parks and recreation perspective, neighborhood parks are more than physical amenities. They 
function as gathering spaces where children play, families recreate, neighbors build relationships, and 
communities establish a sense of belonging. 

 
This is particularly important at César Chávez Park. During Oakland's General Plan Update community 
engagement, a neighborhood respondent specifically described the park as important because many 
nearby residents live in crowded rental housing and rely on the park as a place for children and adults to 
gather and be physically active. The City's broader park survey similarly identified parks as important 
spaces for recreation, socialization, exercise, community gathering, and healthier lifestyles. 

 
The name La Familia Park reinforces these recreational and social functions. Rather than defining the 
park primarily through an individual namesake, the proposed name emphasizes the people who use the 
park and the relationships that make the space meaningful. 

 
Approval of the proposed name would recognize Fruitvale residents as active participants in defining the 
identity of a public space located within their community. 
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The name La Familia offers several benefits. It preserves a strong Spanish-language and Latino cultural 
connection to Fruitvale; emphasizes family, belonging, unity, and intergenerational relationships; avoids 
transferring the park from one individual namesake to another; and provides a welcoming identity 
capable of representing both current residents and future generations. 

 
COORDINATION 
Oakland Parks, Recreation and Youth Development (OPRYD) will coordinate with the Oakland Public Library 
(OPL) to develop a unified process for consideration of renaming César Chávez Park and the César E. Chávez 
Branch Library. Because the two facilities are located within the Fruitvale community and share the César Chávez 
namesake, coordinating the requests will allow the City to consider the proposed changes comprehensively and 
communicate clearly with residents and stakeholders. 

 
The goal of the coordination will be to complete the respective review and recommendation processes required for 
each facility and, where procedurally appropriate, consolidate the recommendations into a joint City Council 
resolution authorizing the renaming of both facilities. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission approve the proposed renaming 
of César Chávez Park, located along Foothill Boulevard at Bridge Avenue/38th Avenue in Oakland’s 
Fruitvale community, to La Familia Park, and forward the recommendation through the appropriate City 
process for final consideration and approval. 

 
The proposed name, La Familia Park, recognizes the central role that families, intergenerational 
relationships, neighborhood connections, and community identity play in Fruitvale. The name provides 
an opportunity for the park to continue serving as a culturally meaningful public space while adopting an 
inclusive name that reflects the people and families who use and care for the park today. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cynthia Armstrong 
 Cynthia Armstrong (Aug 21, 2026 12:43:31 PDT)  

Prepared by: 
Cynthia Armstrong 
Recreation Supervisor 

 
 

 

Alethia Walker (Aug 21, 2026 13:48:09 PDT)(Signature) 
Reviewed by: 
Alethia Walker 
Acting Recreation General 
Supervisor 

 

Sarah Herbelin (Aug 24, 2026 15:12:42 PDT)(Signature) 
Approved by: 
Sarah Herbelin 
Assistant Director 

(Signature) 

https://secure.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAmlulCU-eEhNwRJnyKd0JL-xV-LFh2lB3
https://secure.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAmlulCU-eEhNwRJnyKd0JL-xV-LFh2lB3
https://secure.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAmlulCU-eEhNwRJnyKd0JL-xV-LFh2lB3
https://secure.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAmlulCU-eEhNwRJnyKd0JL-xV-LFh2lB3
https://secure.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAmlulCU-eEhNwRJnyKd0JL-xV-LFh2lB3
https://secure.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAmlulCU-eEhNwRJnyKd0JL-xV-LFh2lB3
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