
Biff’s
a community resource

Overall, the district should create a sense of 

place through attention to good urban 

design, and establish a visually distinctive 

district identity through streetscape 

improvements and public amenities as part of 

a pedestrian-oriented urban design vision.

- A Key Parameter of V-B Specific Plan



BIFF’S RESTAURANT

A PIVOTAL CENTRAL ROLE IN THE 

VALDEZ-BROADWAY DEVELOPMENT



Biff’s - a Historic Property

1963196319631963 Standard Oil (now Chevron) 

announces plans for a combination gas station 
and experimental $750,000  6000 SF circular 
restaurant in Oakland that seats 125.  Biff’s will 
cater to families and offer a full range of meals.



Biff’s - a Historic Property

1964196419641964 Built by Standard Oil (now Chevron)  

The Architects, Armet & Davis, are known as 
premier designers of “Googie” style coffee 
shops. This was their only round diner. 



Biff’s - a Historic Property

1996199619961996

Closed by Chevron

on November 1 for

the proposed 
“McChevron” project…



Biff’s - a Historic Property

1997
Designated as a 
Historic Resource, 
rated “B” by the 
Oakland Landmarks 
Board in February 



Biff’s - a Historic Property

1998 - Chevron withdraws McChevron

project in Sept. after completing EIR.

ed



Biff’s - a Historic Property

1999

Chevron sells property 
to Ken Betts who had 
the station franchise 
who, in turn, sold to 
the entire parcel to 
Steve Simi, a local 
auto dealer, and 
present owner.



Googie Architecture
A popular style for many diners in particular 



The Googie Style



The Googie Style



Character of Valdez

• Ample vacant space 
to accommodate 
– new development on 

empty lots

– without replacing 
existing structures

– Many lots are now used 
for parking (i.e., empty) 



Character of Valdez
• Fine-grained mixed-use urban village

• Pleasant to walk down 

• Similar to 17th Street between Franklin & Webster. 
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Character of Broadway
Continuation of Uptown Broadway with high-

density development:

– Offices – Housing - Retail (with not-so-big big box) 



Biff’s as node between 
Valdez and Broadway

• Distinctive Place-making 

• The hinge connecting:
– Valdez, lower density, fine-grained development 

with 
– Broadway’s higher density.  

• This node is Biff’s “island” property with:
– Plaza  park - at the tip, centered on Valdez 
– Restored Biff’s Diner
– New iconic high-rise on Broadway accommodating 

housing and retail on Broadway



Biff’s as node between 
Valdez and Broadway

New iconic 
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Biff’s as node between 
Valdez and Broadway



Biff’s as node between 
Valdez and Broadway



THEN NOW

NOW RESTORED



Community need for restoration 
of Biff’s Diner

• New families and singles, old and young, need 
full service family restaurant. 

• Otherwise, fast foods will fill the vacuum. 

• Now, where can you get breakfast?

• Popular with the many seniors living nearby.

• Good acoustics.

• Community center. Even has separate dining 
room for meetings.



Community need for restoration 
of Biff’s Diner



Community need for restoration 
of Biff’s Diner



Community need for restoration 
of Biff’s Diner



Desirability & Feasibility of this 
node development

• Biff’s was & will be a regional draw

• Profitability of high density development on 
Broadway makes restoration of Biff’s feasible.

• Floor plate of Broadway building:  8000 sf

• There has been interest but owner’s “bubble-
level” expectation made purchase infeasible.



Placemaking at Valdez/Broadway Node


