Oakland City Planning Commission STAFF REPORT

LM12-071 November 7, 2012
4. | Location: | 1782 8™ Street (Shorey House) ( APNs 6-35-77, 6-35-73, 6-35-74,
6-35-75, 6-35-76 (common area and 4 condos); former APN 006-0035-
530-00)
Proposal: | Application to designate 1782 8" Street (Shorey House) as a
City of Oakland Landmark

Applicant/Owner: | Biren Talati
Sandalstone Group, LLC
Contact Person/Phone | Biren Talati
Number: | (650)799-4447
Case File Number: | LM12-071
General Plan: | Mixed Housing Type
Zoning: | RM-2 — Mixed Housing Type Residential -
. Environmental | Exempt per State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15331 —

Determination: | Hjstorical Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation; and Section
15183 — projects consistent with a community plan, general
- - | plan, or zoning.
~ Historic Status: | LM08-090 — Heritage Property Designation (9-15-08) related
” to Mills Act Contract
LPAB 6-11-12 confirmation of 9-15-08 Heritage Property, Final
Evaluation and Determination of Landmark Eligibility: ‘A’

: Eligible for City of Oakland Landmark Designation.
Service Delivery District: | 1 '
City Council District: | 3 - Nadel
Status: | The Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board adopted a
Resolution to initiate landmark designation, recommend
landmark designation to the Planning Commission, and
forwarded the landmark initiation to the Planning
' Commission for public hearing and consideration.

Action to be taken: | Recommend Landmark Designation and forward to City Council

For Further Information: | Contact Joann Pavlinec at (510) 238-6344 or by email:
| jpavlinec@oaklandnet.com

INTRODUCTION

Nomination of the Morse House for Landmark Designation was submitted by the
Manager of Sandalstone Group, LLC, Biren Tilati.
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Case File: LM12-071

Applicant:  Biren Talati, Sandalstone Group, LLC
Address: 1728 8th Street

Zone: RM-2
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BACKGROUND

Previous Heritage Property Designation

Typically, the first step for Landmark designation is for the Landmarks Preservation
Advisory Board (LPAB) to review and consider the Preliminary Evaluation Sheet for
Landmark Eligibility. However, a Heritage Property application was submitted in
conjunction with a Mills Act application for this property in 2008. At the September 15,
2008 LPAB meeting, this property was reviewed and evaluated for eligibility for
Heritage Property designation and the LPAB unanimously determined that the property is
eligible based on the attached Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board Evaluation Sheet
for Landmark Eligibility (Attachment A). The property was Designated as a City of
Oakland Heritage Property, though the A rating (39 75 points) would also qualify it as a
Landmark.

Please note that applications for a Mills Act Contract often qualify for Landmark
Designation, a higher designation than Heritage Property designation. Heritage Property
designation has been pursued in order to move the Mills Act Contracts forward, as
Heritage Properties are designated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board, while
Landmark Designation requires adoption of an Ordinance by City Council, in addition to
Planning Commission review and recommendation following the LPAB review and-
recommendation. This process can take up to a year, which would slow down the Mills .
Act Contract process. Staff always recommends that properties eIigible for Landmark
Designation follow up with the Landmark Designation apphcatlon as is being pursued by
this applicant.

Mills Act Contract Property
A Mills Act Agreement for this property was recorded with the Alameda County
Recorder on December 12, 2010. - '

Work Program Summary:
o Plant tree, install fence and flagpole and historic plaque
Replace hardscape in front with period surface
Install fire rated windows on zero lot line side
Match upper window hood trim on all windows
Paint exterior of house every 5 years

0O 0O OO

Mills Act Application Strengths:

Preserving neighborhood character

Catalyst for neighborhood

Conserving materials and energy embodied in existing building
Reversal of inappropriate work

Restoration of character defining features

Located in West Oakland Redevelopment Area

o}

O 0O O 0 O
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At the time of the Mills Act application, the previously altered facade had already been
substantially restored, based on a historic photograph, and structural work had been
completed. Therefore the Mills Act work program focuses on finishing details in
addition to major maintenance that is anticipated by 2020. The impetus for the
Landmark designation at this time is implementation of the work program for 2012.

‘Install fence posts to match, plant tree, add flagpole and plague describing the
historical and cultural significance’

The applicant wishes to state on the plaque that the Shorey House is a City of Oakland
Landmark.

PRELIMINARY EVALUATION OF LANDMARK ELIGIBILITY

Property Description and Significance Summary

The Shorey house is a two-story wood frame Italianate house, dating
to 1872-73. It has a rectangular plan, now extended to the rear, and
a new concrete foundation. Itis a very early West Oakland house
with strong associations with Oakland’s 19" and 20™ century
African-American community.

It contributes to the National Register eligible Oakland Point
District. This district was settled largely by families associated with
the railroad or, like the Shoreys, with the waterfront. John Winfield
Pearson, owner from 1872-73, was a real estate speculator and a -
major developer in West Oakland who reportedly owned 110
tenement houses. The Shorey family obtained title in 1888, with two interim owners.
William T. Shorey (1859-1919) was born on the island of Barbados in the British West
Indies. With a strong attraction to the sea, he left for Boston as a cabin boy, and then '
worked on a whaler out of New England until the whaling industry shifted to the West
Coast. He rose rapidly from mate to officer to captain. In 1886 he became the only black
captain on the Pacific Coast. He was a pillar of the community and a leader in society.
Booker T. Washington came to speak at a dinner here in 1903, raising funds for Tuskegee
Institute.

Please see Attachment B — the Oakland Landmark and S-7 Preservation Combining Zone
Application for the full description and statement of significance.

OCHS Rating: Bal+, Major Importance with a contihgency rating of Highest
Importance, Contributor to an Area of Primary Importance,
Designated Historic Property (Study List)
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LANDMARK BOARD PROCEDURE FOR DESIGNATION

It is the jurisdiction of the Landmarks Board to review the Notice of Intent, Landmark
application, and the final eligibility recommendation and determine whether the designation
proposal meets the Landmark designation criteria.

The full Landmark Board process is outlined below:

Notice of Intent to Submit an Oakland Landmark/Combining Zone
Application Form is received. (Notice of Intent not necessary for a property
owner application)

Staff agendizes the Notice of Intent for Board Consideration.

Staff notifies the property owner(s) of the Board’s consideration of the
Notice of Intent and requests property owner comments. (Not necessary for a
property owner application)

The Board Preliminarily makes a Determination of Landmark Eligibility.
Confirmation of Shorey Evaluation - Unanimous Board determination -
Preliminarily Eligible for Landmark Designation — September 15, 2008
Staff makes a second request for property owner comments, if they have not
been received. (Not necessary for a property owner application)

The Board considers the property owner comments. (Noz‘ necessary for a
property owner application)

If the Board directs the designation to proceed, the applicant does further and
more in depth research. The Board directs the applicant to return with a
completed Oakland Landmark Combining Zone Application. Staff finds that
the Shorey application information is complete - June 11, 2012.

The Board reviews the application for a Final Determination of Landmark
Eligibility. — June 11, 2012 — LPAB unanimous adoption of Evaluation
Sheet.

Staff prepares a Resolution for Board adoption, initiating Landmark
Designation — June 11, 2012- LPAB unanimous adoption of Resolution.
The Planning Commission reviews and makes a recommendation to City
Council — November 7, 2012.

City Council review based on Planning Commission recommendation.
(Requires adoption of an ordinance for designation of the property)

Based on this property’s previous LPAB unanimous adoption of the evaluation
(September 15, 2008), staff has consolidated the eligibility and resolution steps into one
LPAB meeting review. The Board confirmed adoption of the Evaluation Sheet for
Landmarks Eligibility, made the determination that the Shorey House is Eligible for City
Landmarks Designation and adopted Resolution 2012-2 (Attachment C).
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RECOMMENDATION

1. Receive testimony from the property owner and interested citizens;

2. Affirm the environmental determination;

3. Recommend that City Council adopt an ordinance designating 1782 8™ Street,
Shorey House, as an Oakland Landmark.

Respectfully submitted:

. ~ y
Scott Miller
Interim Director

Planning, Building and Neighborhood Preservation

Prepared by:

MO

J Pavlinec, Secretary
dmarks Preservation Advisory Board

Attachments: ‘ .
A) Final Evaluation Sheet and Evaluation Tally Sheet for Landmark Eligibility

B) Oakland Landmark Application Form and attached submittals
C) Resolution 2012-2

| Ref: DesignationsShoreyHousePlanningCommissionl1-7—12v



LPAB FORM 3.1

City of Oakland — Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
EVALUATION SHEET FOR LANDMARK ELIGIBILITY
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City of Oakland — Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
EVALUATION TAILLY SHEET FOR LANDMARK EJ.;IGIB]LJ.’“Y
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Oakland Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board

(‘\

OAKLAND LANDMARK AND S-7 PRESERVATION COMBINING ZONE APPLICATION

This form is for use in requesting the City of Oakland pursuant to its Zoning Regulations to establish a
landmark or landmark site or to rezone one or more properties to the S-7 Preservation Combining Zone.
See instructions in “HOW TO COMPLETE OAKLAND LANDMARK AND S-7 PRESERVATION
COMBINING ZONE APPLICATION FORM.”

1. IDENTIFICATION

A. Historic Name: Shorey (William T. and Julia) House

B. and/or Commoﬁ Name: Shorey House

2. ADDRESS/LOCATION

Street and number: - 1782 8th Street, Oakland CA | Zip Code: 94607
(pre-1912 address 1774 8th Street)

3.  CLASSIFICATION

A. Category D.  Present Use (P) and Historic Use (H)
"~ District \ ___Agriculture ___ Museum
_X_ Building(s) ____ Commercial _ Park
____Structure _____Educational P H Private Residence
___ Site ' ____ Entertainment ___ Religious
____ Object : - ____Government __ Scientific
: ___ Industrial ___ Transportation
B. Status ___ Military - Other (Specify):
_X_Occupied
_ Unoccupied
____ Work in progress -~ E. Number of Resources within Property
' Contributing - Non-contributing
C. Accessible o 1 ___ buildings
_ Yes: restricted . ___ sites
X Yes: unrestricted _ ____ structures
___No = _ ____ objects
~ Total

F. Application for:
X _City Landmark ~_S-7 District
Heritage Property S-20 District

ATTACHMENT B



4, OWNER OF PROPERTY
Name: Sandalstone Group, LLC, Biren Talati, Manager
Street and Number: _ 600 Santa Ray Avenue, Oakland CA Zip Code: 94610
Assessor’s Parcel Number:  6-35-77, 6-35-73, 6-35-74, 6-35-75, 6-35-76
5. EXISTING FEDERAL/STATE DESIGNATIONS /
A. Federal
National Historic Landmark
Included in National Register of Historic Places
X Determined eligible for inclusion in National Register of Historic Places
(as contributor to Oakland Point District)
B. State
California Historical Landmark
California Point of Historic Interest
X State Historical Resources Inventory
REPRESENATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
Name of Survey Rating (if applicable) Date . Depository
Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey: ) Oakland
West Oakland Intensive Survey _ B-1+ 1988 City
I-880 Replacement Historic Architecture Survey Report 3D 1990 Planning
Oakland Landmarks Board, Preservation Study List - © pre-1992 Department
Determined eligible for Landmark status B 1994
(Photo) (Location Map)




DESCRIPTION

Condition: B. Alterations: C. Site

X _Excellent Deteriorated Unaltered X_Original Site
Good Ruins , X Altered Moved (Date?)
Fair Unexposed

Style/Type: _Italianate house

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance:

s
¢.1912 (Oakland History Room) 2008 (after restoration)
1782 8th Street is a two-story wood-frame Ttalianate house at the far west end of the Oakland
Point district in West Oakland. It has a rectangular plan and front facing gable roof with
bracketed eaves and gable returns. The facade has a one-story angled bay at left front, recessed
front door at right front, a pair of tall narrow second floor windows above the bay and a single
window over the entry. All the openings have bracketed cornices or hoods; the windows are
double hung wood sash with segmental arch tops. Siding is horizontal board.

The present facade is a substantial reconstruction based on an early photo. By the 1980s the
house had been converted to four units, the front bay had been replaced with a rectangular
bay, a full-width front porch with roof had been added, windows had been reshaped and
replaced with aluminum sash, window hoods had been removed, a second floor side bay had
been added, and interiors had been stripped and reconfigured. In the 1989 earthquake the
house fell off its foundation, the porch came off, and the house sat vacant and damaged for
years. The recent rehabilitation turned the house into four larger units, with a two-story rear
addition replacing the typical one-story utility lean-tos and approximately doubling the
house’s original length. Interiors are all new.



G.

FORM LPAB-4

1993 (akland Cltural Heritage Surve): arthuale damage and
alterations to porch, windows, and bay; original one-story rear lean-to.

SIGNIFICANCE
Period: B. Areas of significance--check and justify below:
___ Prehistoric ____Archeology-prehistoric __ Landscape architecture
__ Pre-1869 ____Archeology-historic _ Law
- X 1869-1906 ___Agriculture . __ Literature -
X 1906-1945 _____Architecture ____ Military
____Post-1945 _ Art _ Music
_X_Commerce ____ Philosophy
. Communications _____Politics/government
- Community Planning _ X Religion
___ Conservation ____ Science
____ Economics _ Sculpture
____Education _X_ Social/humanitarian
____ Engineering ' - Theater
_X_ Exploration/settlement _X_Transportation
_X_ Industry _X_ Other (specify) Ethnic
__ Invention Heritage — Afr.-Am..
Period of Significance: + 1872-1919~ D. Significant dates: 1872-73 (construction),

1888-1919~ (Shorey residence)
Builder/Architect/Designer: John Winfield Pearson (developer)

Significant persons: William T. Shorey, Julia Ann Shorey, Booker T.
Washiongton

Statement of Significance (include summary statement of significance as first paragraph):

The Shorey House, a very early West Oakland Italianate, has strong associations with Oakland’s 19th
and 20th century African-American community through the activities of its owners (1888-1919)
William and Julia Ann Shorey. It is also a contributor to the National Register eligible Oakland Point



Historic District, a well-preserved residential district which was largely settled by families associated
with the railroad or with the waterfront, two major influences in the development of Oakland.

Tax assessor’s block books indicate that this house as built in 1872-73 by prolific West Oakland
developer John Winfield Pearson. It is one of several late-1860s and early-1870s houses that remain
at the far west end of Oakland Point around 8th, 9th, 10th, and Pine Streets, characterized by their
low-hanging gable roofs and attic-like upper stories. This was the earliest part of Oakland Point to
develop around the rail yards and shoreline. Early short-term owners and occupants of 1782 8th Street
were E.W. Berry, a San Francisco newspaper printer and journalist, R.C. Saufley, a commercial
traveler, George Evans, unidentified, and J.C. Bullock, proprietor of a 7th Street plumbing shop.
Around 1888 the house became the property and home of the Shorey family, who lived there until
1919 (assessed to Julia Ann Shorey in block books).

Captain William Shorey was a charismatic character who rated frequent mentions in both black and
white newspapers and two pages in Delilah Beasley’s 1919 Negro Trail Blazers of California; a later
California Historical Quarterly article (1971) bore the Hollywood blockbuster title “Black Ahab.”

William Shorey was born in Barbados in 1859. As a young man, he served as an apprentice seaman.
In 1880, he sailed from the East Coast, around the Cape of Good Hope, and eventually to San
Francisco as a junior officer aboard the Emma Harriman on a voyage that consumed three years. By
his fourth trip aboard this vessel, and third leaving San Francisco, he was promoted to Commander.
William Shorey captained the Andrew Hicks and the Gay Head at points in his distinguished life at
sea. He earned the coveted Master’s License, which permitted him to pilot ships of any size,
anywhere in the world. His exhibitions of bravery and selflessness were chronicled regularly in the
San Francisco dailies. None were more perilous than the one in February of 1907. His ship the John
and Winthrop sailed from San Francisco to the Sea of Okhotsk. This voyage took in excess of 40 days
and before setting course back to the Bay Area, Captam Shorey and his crew had taken four whales.
In October and November of the same year, the John and Winthrop encountered fierce typhoons that
stripped the vessel's sails and deprived the men of food. yet there was no loss of life. The crewmen
credited the "coolness" of their captain for this fortune.

He married Julia Ann Shelton, the daughter of a prominent San Francisco African-American family,
with whom he had five children. She too became active in the Oakland black community. She was
an active member on several boards including the Beulah Rest Home, Companions of the Forest, the
Herames of Jericho, and the Household of Ruth which was cited in Charles Tilghman’s 1915 Colored
American Directory for “doing the great work of humanity by relieving the sick and distressed and

" honorably burying the dead.” She accompanied her husband on a few voyages and wrote articles on
her observation of nature for the San Francisco Elevator.

Before and after his retirement from the sea, William Shorey was a prominent political figure. On
January 14, 1903, influential black citizens from around the Bay Area attended a dinner at the Shorey
house in honor of Booker T. Washington, who spoke to raise funds for educational growth and his
school at Tuskegee. It was fitting that the event took place in West Oakland, which was the center of
a thriving African-American civic culture, with lodges, newspapers, churches, and businesses. With
the Pullman porters as a nucleus, Oakland at the beginning of the 20th century had a much larger
African-American population than San Francisco. :

In 1907 the name of Short Street, the extension of 8th Street beyond Pine, was renamed Shorey -
Street. The Captain was the first black resident in Oakland to be so honored by the city’s fathers.
Following Shorey’s death in the 1919 influenza epidemic, his widow and children moved away and



ultimately settled in the prestigious African-American neighborhood of South Berkeley. The last of
his children, Victoria Shorey Francis, lived until 1971.



FORM LPAB-4

photos from Oakland Museum, AAMLO, and Oakland History Room,
via multiple internet sites



Reflecting the changes in West Oakland employment and population density during the years of the
Great Migration and Depression, the 1920 census shows 1782 8th Street housing an eight-person
extended family of African-Americans from Texas, with occupations reported as chauffeur, maid,
cook, railroad laundry worker, plus two lodgers who were porters. Residents in 1930 appear to be a
railroad porter, railroad waiter, and two nurses for private families. The 1936 WPA housing survey
shows the residents at 1782 8th Street as a six-person family described as “Negro,” headed by a
laborer with the Southern Pacific Railroad. The residents in 1936 had been there for two months, and
the house was described as needing “Major Repairs.” By the late 1950s it belonged to Willie M.
Mayes, listed in 1967 as a Naval Hospital employee, who was the owner into the 1990s.

In 2005 Sandalstone Group acquired the Shorey house and embarked on a historical reconstruction of
the front facade. The property had been converted into a-four-unit boarding home, had fallen off its ‘
foundation and was significantly altered inside and out. Architect-designer Yu-Fen Talati and
developer Biren Talati recreated the front facade from the 1912 photo with the aid of a computer
drafting program, while the rear addition of three townhomes maintains the architectural elements.
The Mills Act contract executed in 2012 will continue the restoration throughout the property.

9.  MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES:

from Historic Resources Inventory form for 1782 8th Street, City of Oakland, 1990 :

Abajian, James de Tarr, Blacks in Selected Newspapers, Censuses, and Other Sources,

' Boston , 1977

Beasley, Delilah L., The Negro Trail Blazers of California, 1919, pp. 125-127

Conmy, Peter T., “William Thomas Shorey and Shorey Street”, Oak Letter (Oakland Public
Library), July 1972

Daniels, Douglas, Pioneer Urbanites, Philadelphia, 1980 .

Goode, Kenneth G., California’s Black Pioneers, A Brief Historical Survey, McNally &
Loftin, Santa Barbara, California, 1974, pp. 89-90

Hausler, Don, “Old Folks’ Home,” Oakland Heritage Alliance News, Spring 1985

The Knave (Leonard Verbarg), “Captain Shorey and Shorey Street”, Oakland Tribune, 12-3-

. 1972

Tompkins, E. Berkeley, “Black Ahab,” California Historical Quarterly, Spring 1972, 51:75- .
83

Qakland Sunshine, December 27, 1913

Qakland Western Qutlook, 4-3-1915:3, 2

San Francisco Chronicle, November 26, 1907

San Francisco Pacific Coast Appeal, 2-15-1902; 1-3-1903:12; 1-17-1903:2; and 2-7-1903:1,2

Sketches of Leading and Representative Men of San Francisco, ‘“John Winfield Pearson”,
1875, pp. 887-90

African American Museum and Library at Oakland (AAMLO), William Shorey Collection
Historic Resources Inventory, Oakland Point District, City of Oakland, 1990
www.shorevhouse.blogspot.com




10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

A. Land area of property (square feet or acres):_ 4030 sq. fi.
B. UTM References:

USGS Quadrangle Name: ___Oakland West USGS Quadrangle Scale: - 1:24,000

A 10 561500 : 4184630 B
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
C D

C. Verbal boundary description: 1782 8th Street, Oakland CA;
parcels 6-35-73, 6-35-74, 6-35-75, 6-35-76, and 6-35-77; formerly parcel 6-35-53-0

11. FORM PREPARED BY

Name/Title: Biren Talati, Manager

Organization: Sandalstone Group, LLC. __Date: April 23,2012
Street and Number: _600 Santa Ray Avenue Telephone: 650-799-4447
City/Town: _ Oakland State: CA Zip Code: 94610 |

FEmail; biren@sandalstone.com

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY
A. Accepted by: Date:

B. Action by Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
v/ Recommended Not recommended for landmark/S-7 designation

Date: é /- 2. Resolution number: o?8/Z.~ Z

C. Action by City Planning Commission

Recommended ; ‘Not recommended for landmark/S-7 designation

Date:

D. Action by City Council
Designated Not Designated

Date: " QOrdinance No:
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“PACIFIC,
[oN COAbT APPEAL

2/7/1?

€l -, On _TanA x4th ; between the hour
- of 3 and 4 P M the residence “of

£ \gathering of. thenleadmg Afro—Am~

Capt. and Mrs, Shorey, 1774-8th St}
'Oakland, was the: ‘scene of a notable :

encans from hoth s1des;

Soup, oyster, salad crgb _,;ﬁsh
%enderlom . of. sole——-tartar _sauce;

{Toast; turkey—cranberrysauce veg-.

[ sh chamoaone with the dmner
Cigarswwere then passed and ’I‘oast— i

$ddox, T S ‘Féaucls B A1 Jotm |
son, _and Thomas Pearfo /

our. dlstmrruxshed vxsxfbf;t{good-by

. althick fog -which huns" over’ Rocky:
'poinz in tive Bowsell chuanel ’

O mwulm

SF Chore ‘z;, J26/57
WHALING BARK PASSES
- THROUGH TWO TYPHOONS

“WHICH ARRIVED = I?
ROUGH: WHATHER

YD WINTAROP,
nmw, DARMAGED “BY .

X vhaling bark John| g whlch no one ‘on’ board. ate. ar
';:h?‘::::t;::p“n:lvai v N Soislept.  The man at the -wheel, when

|the atorm.was at . its height, was
in e bednglod condltlon. h vlnr lost blowh agafnst’ the. bulwarks o
§ b

L st . !
BATTERED about in two te;r{{)!e- ty long hours the «.empest luled Gu

"Another. and
the wlxaler_ Bn

cmlna acrusé the mué vezael had a
narmw eucape from belng wteckc& in

. The John' and ‘Winthrop, witu the only
colored capmin on the Paciffc Coast In
command, left’ here on . Februar g
and whife in the Okha(uk 86
four whales. '‘The voyage nuck 28" be- n ‘helr i,
gun Octaber lath When ‘i 1ulnude ful wweather 3 .
43 deg. nortH’ uncl longitude 180 deg. Whrm near Bowpail chunnal the John
weat -a terrible. typhoon swept dowm |and Wmthrop ran into.a thick fog. and
on the veoel, All sall wds takon down|when it lifted ahé was only.twenty.}
at the first tndlcatlon of tha appromchifeet off tho rocks. The men .on board
of airty: weather and  the: typhoon | day that! nolhlng but* Captain Shorey's
caught the, whaler under bara, polea. »coolncsu vt d
“Notwithstanding thi jadd

Offica: Jeseph @annel Ty
Artvem slong at a speed of fiften nots, wrﬂ:
The ship. was Lsttoned dowm and all

handn. a8’ farias snsoible, re nained: bu- K
0w ":The wind and oea Increaned:
fury; cipeshedrtho  davita and ¢rr
away one of: the boais:’bosides nwhép-
!nz evarysﬁtns o the docl.  For thir-

2500 paundn of _bono. R
On’ board. wero sevan annnen, W o
xrers noe nllowod to.land. = 111

0

fm' Wheeimg Races

A good prugracams af whnn!las TRESN. 'wul he
ren off. on mn. raurer trsck ar. the Tarition
Rizg to-might | Tbe card {8 meds ‘up “of 4 one-
mile handicap:, tyo-miln lnvlfuunn Gne_and nnes take plnm at. 3030
baif e - atgger rwelwitlmiled  pureult cacé | (s Alameda. Recrnatfa
and Biemile: lop liendliap,

The, unllinited purunu rare muum prmM-
pome good: spori. ~gerey Fasrente, winner-of |’
the faet Lmo: nf hrse events, witl beune of .
sr WHN Cidhrge - Wagner, Wi
aeruf-the Sant purnull rour.  Waller e MaTo l|
=i} ne sren 1 the, oneimilh handidap wad {he
QAve.amyle .r‘p Bapils an:

Thn rm J8EA: arder of rrentn follow P

Biret: ,one-mile  Handicep o De
sernteh F Biaek. W garts. Wi .
Bietirath,. 23 raras finxiey o
wisn, 60 yards; s BT

grounds. . Conatderahle
Tratry. extsls betonen h» Ao unm- nwlnu tn_’

i ma!mp 'mm- of
~High. arhool anﬂ fluh— talent aput. the.) g
Wie“Ratlance. team-will deva Leonard,
R (n.y.nd §¥lgh Arhoot Baif back: wham
i hav-bnen  1ho. sansailon - of “theracademis | i
BT !mwrﬂ 0. Amd, v ratme | o
« anensincss ameng: the toptury’ Club toam, | o
“npable of irklng Zrem: mont. nay Bual -
In the Mie ap.af. the Centvy- €lad Muntor |4
onnrd'e appanen wisgter. 18- a goag
mtniry Dlarsen have |

hat ani




OUTLOOK

February 25, 1892

Pledmonter Page.8

- from the subties forms of dis-
. crimination that persist loday,

by Don McConnell '

‘Thieré were Sectors of American -
Tife where blacks were able to take

significant roles even in the days '™ -

of what historians call *“overt dis-
crimination’’ (to distinguish it

One of liose wis on whiling
ships, Most of us. knaw.of the
world of Whalers dlmost exclu-

. sively from Herman Melville's
ponderaus masterpiece; Moby . -+

Dick, where the whité narrator's

& - best friend is the éxotic Que:queg

Butblacks were not always -
consigned to subordinate roles. A’

B famous captain in the last days of ..
- whating was William T. Shorey,
" sought by ship owners for his-abil

'hy Dun McConnell

At 1782 Eighth St. 2 house
stands empty and boarded up. A
eighbor says it's been that way
since the 1989 quake. The.
house sloughed off the bay
window on its front parlor, and
10 stairs lead up the front door.

can who gained entrv 10 the hiss
tory pooks in his time as the
only man of his race to captain
a whaling'vessel-on'the Pacific
Coast.

At the next corner, Eighth
Street changes its name 1o
Shorey Street for one final
block, an entire side of which is
occupied by the Phoenix Iron
Works.

A 1972 Oakland Tribune at-
ticle by ““The Knave,” a pseu-
donym for Leonard Verbarg,
recounts the reraming of the

- historian in his Tatirzment: s
Conmy says there s no record..

. sureet, which took place in
1907 Appasently it was never
' anofficial part of Eighth; it was

one of two *“Short Streets” and
was renamed to avoid confu-
sion.

Verbarg rch:s an the
research of Peter Conmy, are- |
tired director.of the Oakland -
Public Library who beca

ity

of which Shorey was being "
honored, but the only other
Shorey prominent at the time :

. was an officer in the city Police

Department during the 1870s

-and later.

Conmy discounts that possi-
biliry and concludes that Capt.
Shorey was indeed being hon-
ored, concluding, **Oakiand
appears 10 have been free from
racial basis”” — rather an aston-
ishing statement about the Oak-
land of 1907 or even 1972,
when he was writing.

Shorey’s connection to the
street seems strengthened by '
the proximiity of his house, - *
though it's not clear when he
began living there (at the time

the house number was 1774). - -

His daughter Zenobia Pear]
Shorey dicd there in 1908, and
a photograph in the Oakland
History Room of the Qakland
PublicLibrary shows two of his
children stasiding in front of rh: v

-house in1912, Apparently ::,
Shorey lived there himself.from

his resirement in 1908 atage 4
.until his death in.1919..
. ‘Conmy wrote, *It has been
suggested that the change of
name honoring Captain Storey
was noted jn x Negro magazine
known as Oakland Sunshine. 1f
this is s there may be'in some
obscure place an extant.copy,
but the greai libraries do not
haveit.”

Sec HOUSE on page 13

. 1hmu gh the rarks. His next voy-

- “clein the Oakland Tri
+tthe Emma H, Hnrr 1a

. ity to bnng bnck their vesselsin--
+ tact from months ifi the Aretic Sea,

and valuéd by crewmen for his

ability to bring them ‘back alive.
Shorey is also a part of Oakland

hlslory Once fie had married and

- egun to raise a family, he haused

them in a two-§tory House:on’ -
Elghlh'Sln:e in Oakland; and he.
joined them theré after reunng
from the s€a ut the age ut49 in
l°08 ™
+ 1t is almost tertain Ihal Shmey
Street; near the Storey home, was:
renamed in horiof of the caplain ¥

‘William Thomas Stiorey was .
bofi Jari: 25,1859, on the isiand
of Barbadosin the British West "..:
Indies, the son of 2 Scottish sugar
planter also named Witlias
Shorey-and aWesl Indi
‘named Rosa Frazier. Frazier js.d

: seribed iy lhrec different sources

~/The term “eredle’” i is used both-”

o'describe those born in the We:
5 of Spanish or.French des-
cent and those of mixed African’
“and Eintopean ancestry. Whatever
. his aricéstry, Shorey.was cleatly 2
man of color and lived his life on
shore as part of Oakland s black
community.
He was apprenticed as 2 plum.

* ber in Barbados, but asa ymmg

ed navigati
Capt: Whitfer D. Leach, and io.
76; Shiorey. mokhls first voya;

S)mrey b:ga;n the vnvage asa "

. seaman and ended it 253 “‘boat

iready on his way.up

z\ge, \vhnch would last three years,
i 10°'the West Coast.

'E.: cr).cley
'n the

‘ical'Society, his Shlp was'the
erriman, and he set sail
‘Delilah Beasley, in

‘blazers of California, names it the
Emma H. Herman.

Einally, Petcr Conmy, Tormer :
Qakland city historian who rese;
ched Shorey!s life for a 1972 arl
ne, Namies ;

“Tribune article was

" voyages before that ship was lost:

" the Bering Sea in 1891..

- Hicks in 1892 or 1
was already. 27_ ye

N_o CQ}@r bars On the hlgh Seas

and the Okhotsk Sea with 130 bar:

rels of sperm oil, 420 baréls of

* whale oil and 5,000 pounds of " =

whalebone.
. The three sources cited above .
disagree not.only about the names .
of Shorey’s ships but the order in
which he sailed tliem. He probably
sailed out on the Alexarider in, *
1889 and fnade two Successful

(without loss of life) in the ice o

The Gay Head was his next
ship, followed by lhcAndrew

'eldnnd k-.

lie became; in-- -
- 1886, what the Sar.
“Francisco.
Chromcle calied
“the only colorel

Pacxﬁc Coast.”

ety: A previous: caplam writing in’
1889, wroté of her: .
“The old Hicks is about the -
same old sixpence only getting
mighty shaky; her rigging is in tez-
rible shape abiout ready to fall off
her. I shouldn’t be surprised to see

‘thé-mainmiast go over the side any.

da;

s has he sainé old léiks”
only worse.than last year, 20" ..
minutes 2 day.steady; it’s forvard.

Somewhere; you can hear it nun= -
"ning:in but can’t tell where.”

Tbmpkms suggests that 7
Shorey's seamanslhip énabled the
Hicks to successfully complete

(The

2ighs voyages before

* Hicks lasied another 13 years,

transfersed near the end'to'the gen-

tlcrscrvmc ofa mcx:nzm vessel)

Storms uf.seu

His next ship was the Johnathan
Winthrop (according to Conmy;

. both Beasley and Tompkins call it

the John and Winthrop), and i
provided his narrowest escape.and
2 tale that appears inall (hr::

Bcasleypurs the story in 191
the other two give 1907, whi

’Bcas &y quotes her suurce, ast
by aSan Frm

P
* jttook only: two mt
.fore be became, in 1886, what lh:

Sai Francisco Chronicle called

* “the only colored captgin on: lh

Honeymoon'in Honolulu

101886, Shorey married Julia
Ann Shelton, daughter of Frank
. Shelton of San Francisco. Frank

Sheltonwas a native of Arkansas * |

and v twhitcner*! by trade, &
carding to'Conmy,ianid Tompkin;

+.calls the Sheltons “‘one of the -
*‘Jeading Negro families of San
Franci : - .

Julia Shorey galh:red daiz for a
'as published in the San

iman was headed for
the Arctic, whnr: it was not |h=

a ship with other capia;
wives. Her husband returned a
year later from the Sca of Japan

*Onesid af_SHnrp}' Sﬁ—e_el'

--increased in fury; smashed the.d

’ phioon caugfit thz wWhaler on Nov.

" death. .

mmer reporter Who sailed out in a-
pilot boat to greet the Winthrop onw
its return. 3
““The voyige bhck (from the " 2
Okhotsk See) was begun Oct. 13,5
wiote the reporter. ““When in lat
tuide eight degrees north and lon;
tude 168 degrees east, a terrible
typhoon swept down on the vessel:
All sail was taken down at'the first
jridication of the approach of dir
weather; and the typhoon caughx
1he wiialer under bare poles...
-¢The ship was laden down,
nll hnnds, as far as possible; re.
mained below. The wind and s

ndy

" h =
vits and carried away one of the "v¢
boats besides sweeping everything
off the deck. For 30 long hours the
tempést lasted, during which timi
no one on board ate nor slept. -
- *“The manat the wheel when o
the storm was at its height wa:
blown against the bulwarks and.
severely bruised'and shaken.

- “** Anothier and more ferce ty-

11, The wind; which blew with
tremenious velocity, cirried awa
all the sdils. High scas swept thie -
decks as one rmghly comber ¢af-
ried away two more of the boats |
from the starboard davits. * .
““The davits themselves were .
shattcred, as was likew/ise the raft,
‘The storm lasted 48 hours, ...Many.?
of those.on board who had many
years’ expefience say that never in :
their time had they seen such
-frightful weather.” .
‘When near the Boscell channel .
(both TompKins and Conmy call jt_
the Bowsail Chunnel) the John®
and Winthrop san into a thick fog, -
and-when it lifted, she was only 20
{eet off the rocks, The men on
board claimed that nothing but
Capt. Shorey’s coolness and
_ clever scamanship saved the

wvesscl. -
Shorey probably retired after 2
final voyage to Hawaii in 1908,
though Beasley, who actually in-
serviewed Shorey, gives his career .
dates 25 1887 10 1909, He kept his
master mariner’s license current
afier retiring, renewing it forthe *
{asttime in 1918, a year before his |

'WIth Bcby Shorey.:.'

Beasley credits Shorey's suc.
cess at sca parily to his happy mar<:
mgn and hxs unusual practics £
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RESOLUTION 2012-2
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD
CITY OF OAKLAND

WHEREAS, a proposal to designate the following property as an Oakland Landmark pursuant to
Section 17.144 of the Oakland Planning Code has been considered by the Landmarks
Preservation Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and examined the material pertaining to this property in

and

Case File LM12-071 and the Oakland Landmark Application form, a copy of which is attached;

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the property meets the landmark designation criteria
found at Section 17.07.030P of the Planning Code and the Board’s Guidelines for Determination
of Landmark Eligibility in that the property:

was built by a prolific West Oakland developer, John Winfield Pearson, in 1872-
73, a very early West Oakland Italianate located at the far west end of Oakland
Point, where the earliest Oakland Point residential development occurred to house
families associated with the rail yards or, like the Shoreys, with the waterfront;

is a Contributor to the National Register eligible Oakland Point Historic District

- in West Oakland;

is characterized by low-hanging gable roofs and attic-like upper stories typical of
these early Oakland Point Italianates, with a first floor front fagade bay with a
bracketed hood, a small entrance portico with pilasters and bracketed hood,
second floor bracketed hood windows, and rustic siding;

has strong associations with Oakland’s 19" and 20™ century African-American
community through the activities of its owners, William T. and Julia Ann Shorey,
who resided there from 1888-1919;

was the residence of William T. Shorey (1859-1919), born on the island of
Barbados in the British West Indies, who had a strong attraction to the sea,
worked on a whaler out of New England until the bulk of the whaling industry
shifted to the West Coast, rose rapidly from mate to officer to captain, sailing on
ships from the South Pacific to the Arctic, and in 1886 became the only black
captain on the Pacific Coast; '

was the residence of Julia Ann Shelton (1865-1944) who married Shorey in 1886,
was active in the Oakland black community as president and chair of the boards
of directors of the Beulah Rest Home, Companions of the Forest, the Herames of

~ ATTACHMENT C



Resolution 2012-2 2
Landmark Designation — Shorey House
1728 8" Street

Jericho, and the Household of Ruth, and accompanied her husband on voyages
writing articles for the San Francisco Elevator;

e was the location of the January 14, 1903 dinner, hosted by the Shoreys,
for influential black citizens from around the Bay Area in honor of Booker T.
Washington, who spoke at the dinner to raise funds for educatlonal growth and his
school at Tuskegee;

e was the home of the first black Oaklander to be so honored by the City fathers, in
1907, with the renaming of Short Street, the extension of 8™ Street beyond Pine,
to Shorey Street; '

e was acquired in 2005 after it had fallen into disrepair in the decades after Shorey

passed away, and the front facade was substantially restored.

And WHEREAS, an Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Fligibility has been prepared for the
property in accordance with the Board’s Guidelines for Determination of Landmark Eligibility;
and

WHEREAS, the Evaluation Sheet shows that the property meets the Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and accepted the Evaluation Sheet, a copy of which is
attached; and .

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that this property merits Landmark designation,
protective regulations, and preservation for the enjoyment of future generations;

Now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board hereby initiates, under Section

17.144.030C of the Oakland Planning Code, action to establish as a Landmark the following:

HISTORICAL NAME: Shorey (William T. and Julia Ann) House
COMMON NAME: Shorey House
- ADDRESS: | 1782 8™ Street

(pre-1912 address 1774 8™ Street)
DATE BUILT: _ 1872-73

ARCHITECT: John Winfield Pearson (developer)



Resolution 2012-2 * : 3
Landmark Designation — Shorey House
1728 8" Street

ORIGINAL USE: Residential — Single Family House
PRESENT USE: : Residential — 4-unit condominium
PARCEL NUMBERS: APNs 6-35-77, 6-35-73, 6-35-74, 6-35-75, 6-35-76 (common area and 4 condos);

former APN 006-0035-530-00

And be it
FURTHER RESOLVED: That this property shall be preserved generally in all its exterior
features as existing on the date hereof or may be modified to restore, replicate, or more closely

resemble its original or other historical appearance; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That this action be forwarded to the City Planning Commission for
public hearing and consideration;

Approved by the Landmarks Preservation Board,

Oakland, California: Y74 ,2012

ATTEST:

/4@ , Secretary

Ref: Resolations Shorey House 2012-2



