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EXEMPTION SCENARIOS

SCENARIO 1  Building Contains Less Than 5 Dwelling Units

SCENARIO 2  Building Built After 1990

Owner Submits Petition for Exemption Completing Parts 1, 2, and 3

ENGINEER NOT REQUIRED



EXEMPTION SCENARIOS

SCENARIO 3  Building Does Not Contain a Wood-Frame 
Target Story (WFTS)

Engineer completes Parts 2 and 3 indicating no wood-frame target story and 
how that determination was made:

• Target Story consists entirely of Concrete/CMU structural elements

• Walls of potential target story uniformly dispersed and aligned with walls 
above

• Prior completed Voluntary Seismic Retrofit(s) have eliminated the target 
story

Owner Submits Petition for Exemption Completing Parts 1, 2, and 3



EXEMPTION SCENARIOS

SCENARIO 4  Building Exempted from Screening Ordinance 
Based on Engineer’s Evaluation of Target Story

• “Building does not have large openings…”
• “Building was seismically retrofitted…”
• “Your engineer has submitted an evaluation…”

Owner Submits Petition for Exemption Completing Parts 1, 2, and 3

ENGINEER NOT REQUIRED



EXEMPTION SCENARIOS

SCENARIO 5  Building Exempted from Screening Ordinance 
Based on Evaluation Not Related to Target Story

“No Garage or Commercial Space on ground floor”

Owner Submits Petition for Exemption Completing Parts 1, 2, and 3

Engineer completes Parts 2 and 3, indicating no wood-frame target 
story exists… essentially Scenario 3



EXEMPTION SCENARIOS - SUMMARY

SCENARIO 1  Building Contains Less Than 5 Dwelling Units

SCENARIO 2  Building Built After 1990

SCENARIO 3 Building Does Not Contain a Wood-Frame 
Target Story (WFTS)

SCENARIO 4  Building Exempted from Screening Ordinance 
Based on Engineer’s Evaluation of Target Story

SCENARIO 5 Building Exempted from Screening Ordinance 
Based on Evaluation Not Related to Target Story





EVALUATION AND 
SCHEMATIC 
RETROFIT REPORT

TECHNICAL BULLETIN TB15.27-2

Prepared by engineer and 
delivered to owner

Not to be submitted to City 
of Oakland



INITIAL AFFIDAVIT 
OF COMPLIANCE
Owner acknowledges 
receipt of Evaluation and 
Schematic Retrofit Report





ENGINEERING 
CRITERIA

TECHNICAL BULLETIN TB15.27-1





FINAL AFFIDAVIT OF 
COMPLIANCE



SOFT-STORY WEBSITE
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/ssretrofit

Petition for Exemption Form
Change of Compliance Tier Form

FAQ’s
Technical Bulletins

Ordinance Document
List of Potential Subject Buildings

Rent Adjustment Program
Contact Information
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