
OAKLAND POLICE COMMISSION 
Agenda Report

Subject: OPD Policy on the Deployment of the BearCat and Other 
Militarized Weapons 

Date: June 7, 2019 
Requested by: Police Commission Chair 
Prepared by: Chrissie Love, Administrative Analyst II 
Reviewed by: Richard Luna, Assistant to the City Administrator 

Action Requested: 
That the Police Commission receive a presentation from OPD on the use of the BearCat 
and the deployment of militarized weapons.  The Commission may act on OPD’s 
request for a purchase of a second BearCat.  The Commission may also vote to appoint 
an Ad Hoc Committee on Equipment Acquisition and Use Policy. 

Background: 
At the Public Safety Committee meeting on May 14, 2019 meeting, the Committee 
suggested that the City Council may want to work with the Police Commission regarding 
OPD’s policy on the deployment of the Bearcat and other militarized weapons. 

A representative from American Friends Service Committee, whose work statewide has 
focused extensively on police militarization, has reached out to Chair Jackson and has 
offered to assist the Commission in addressing policy.  They have co-sponsored state 
legislation (AB 3131) last year on processes for acquisition of militarized equipment, 
and have conducted considerable research on precedents in other jurisdictions for 
police acquisition of equipment, including Bearcats and other armored vehicles. 

Attachments: 
OPD Informational Report:  Overview of Armored Vehicle Use 
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