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Brief History of Oakland Slow Streets

OakDOT launched Oakland Slow Streets on April 10, 2020 in 
response to COVID-19 Shelter-In-Place Orders, need for physical 
distancing while walking, biking, wheelchair rolling

• Generally positive response in social media, local and 
national media

• Concerns from some communities including East Oakland 
regarding: 
• lack of engagement before roll out
• cookie cutter approach to different local transportation 

behaviors, street conditions 
• OakDOT desire to capture feedback, and prioritize streets for 

implementation
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Oakland Slow Streets Community Surveys

General Community Survey
Launched April 14th

Open for responses
Translated into Spanish, Chinese, and Vietnamese

https://tinyurl.com/oaklandslowstreets

Next Streets Survey
Specific feedback on next streets to be implemented 

https://tinyurl.com/nextslowstreets5-08
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Over 300 responses and growing – East Oakland Under-Represented

• 45% came from three North Oakland Zip Codes (94609, 94608, and 94618) 
where approximately 16% of the Oakland population resides. 

• 22% of respondents reside in East Oakland where approximately 47% of 
the Oakland population resides. 

For the purposes of this analysis, East Oakland = 94603, 
94605, 94621, 94601, 94606

• 44% of respondents came from the three 
North Oakland Zip Codes (94609, 94608, 
94618) where approximately 16% of the 
Oakland population resides.

• Only 22% of respondents reside in East 
Oakland where approximately 47% of the 
Oakland population resides. 

Please note not everyone responded to each question, number of respondents varies by question 
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Respondents more likely to be White and Higher Income

Please note not everyone responded to each question, number of respondents varies by question 

• 43% of respondents marked their household 
income as $150,000 or higher compared to 
approximately 20% of Oakland’s population. 

• Conversely, 10% of respondents marked their 
household income as under $50,000 compared 
to 39% of Oakland’s population. 

• 66% of respondents identified as White alone 
compared to 36% of Oakland’s population. 

• Only 9% of respondents identified as Black or 
African American alone compared to 36% of 
Oakland’s population. 
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Positive Support Overall and from East Oakland Respondents

East Oakland = 94603, 94605, 94621, 94601, 94606

Do you support the Oakland Slow Streets program?

Support :
• 78% of respondents overall support Oakland Slow 

Streets
• 75% of East Oakland respondents support Oakland Slow 

Streets
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2/3 of Respondents are Using Slow Streets Overall, Slightly Lower in East Oakland

East Oakland = zip codes 94603, 94605, 94621, 94601, 94606

Do you use Oakland Slow Streets for walking, wheelchair rolling, jogging and/or biking?

Use:
• 66% of respondents are using Oakland Slow Streets
• 57% of East Oakland respondents are using Oakland Slow 

Streets
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Respondents Largely Understand the Intent, Design of the Program

"The Oakland Slow Streets program is supporting safe physical activity 
by creating more space for physical distancing for all Oaklanders by 
declaring some streets Closed to Through Traffic so that people can 
more comfortably use these low-traffic streets for physically distant 
walking, wheelchair rolling, jogging, and biking all across the City. 
Residents of these streets, emergency vehicles, waste collection, and 
delivery vehicles can still access these streets."

• 90% of respondents understand the intent
and design of the program
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Respondents Reported More Speeding and More People Using the Roadway For 
Physical Distancing During Shelter In Place

• 53% of respondents report observing more drivers 
speeding under Shelter-In-Place

• 65% of respondents report observing people using the 
roadway to maintain physical distancing

Oakland Slow Streets: Community Survey Findings



Slowing Speeding Traffic a Key Transportation Concern, particularly in East Oakland

East Oakland = zip codes 94603, 94605, 94621, 94601, 94606

What transportation issues are important to your ability to 
thrive as best as possible during the COVID-19 pandemic?

Overall
East 

Oakland
Creating safe spaces to walk, jog, wheel, cycle, 
etc. 73% 68%

Slowing speeding traffic 59% 73%

Transportation to essential locations 20% 29%
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Respondents Overwhelmingly Support Future Soft Closures on Slow Streets 
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Oakland Slow Streets Next Steps

• Expansion of Slow Streets in response to positive 
community feedback – 5/1 and 5/8 installations

• Continued engagement with community stakeholders 
including in East Oakland and vulnerable communities
re: transportation safety concerns and needs particularly 
during COVID-19

• Greater outreach to residents to complete survey
• Continued analysis of survey responses regarding how 

the program can be responsive to local needs (e.g., 
smaller area installations)

• Evolution of Oakland Slow Streets program to respond to 
community needs during COVID-19 public health 
emergency
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More information on Oakland Slow Streets
www.oaklandca.gov/projects/oakland-slow-streets
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