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Five Distinct parts of Public Space

Frontage Zone
• First 2 to 3 ft after the private 

property line
• Typically, elements related to 

the building

Furnishing Zone
• 2 to 6’ before the curb line 
• Items [e.g., trees, benches, 

meters] placed by the city

Pedestrian Clear Path
• 6 ft minimum
• 8 to 12’ in high traffic areas
• Kept clear at all times Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide

Roadway
• Parking
• Travel
• Other uses

Café Area
• From the property line to the 

edge of the Clear Path
• Cafes, landscaping, special 

pavement



Seating in the Frontage Area

Frontage Zone
• Up to 2 feet from 

the property line



Curbside seating – 2 tables, 4 seats
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Curb

No part of a café, or other permitted or unpermitted items, 
may obstruct the Clear Pedestrian Path at any time

Clear Pedestrian Path Min. 6 ftMin. 6 ft

Min. 9 ft

Min. 3 ftTable for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Min. 3 ft

Restaurant

When there are meters, signs, 
or trees at curbside, that 

cannot be the Clear Ped. Path, 
but tables may fit.



Frontage area – Merchandise Display
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Merchant 
Cafe, or display items, 

must fit within width of 
property

No part of a café, display item, or other permitted or non-permitted 
items, may obstruct the Clear Pedestrian Path at any time

Clear Pedestrian Path Min. 6 ft
8 ft in some districts

Min. 6 ft
8 ft in some districts

Merchandise
Do not block 
Entry or Exit 

points

M
ax. 2 ftM

ax
. 2

 ft

CurbCurb Curb

Merchandise MerchandiseMerchandise



Frontage Area – Merchandise: Display detail
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Display Structure
• Min. 2 ft high
• Max. 3 ft high

Ground separation
• Food displays must be 

raised a Min. 6 in. above 
the ground 



To the café line

Café Area
• From the property line to the 

edge of the Café Line
• The Café Line marks the 

beginning of the Clear Path



Sidewalk seating extending to the café line
9 tables, 24 seats

6 feet

3’
from any

wall or 
obstacle

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”9ft

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Table for 2
24x30”

Café Line

Restaurant
Doorway

3’
from any

wall or 
obstacle

3’
from any

wall or 
obstacle

3’
from any

wall or 
obstacle

3’
from any

wall or 
obstacle

3’
from any

wall or 
obstacle

9ft

Maintain unobstructed 
path from doorway to the 

clear pedestrian clear 
path.

Café Line

6 feet 6 feet

6 feet 6 feet 6 feet

Min. 6 ft
8 ft in some districts

Min. 6 ft
8 ft in some districts Clear Pedestrian Path



Using the Parking Lane



Parklet – one 25ft parking space 
[2 tables, 10 seats]

Lane MarkerLane Marker

Curb

Stable or Heavy Barriers 36 to 42 inches high, based on traffic conditions

Min
3ft

Min
3ft

2 2

Min
3ft

Min
3ft

High-visibility barrier, 36 to 42 
inches high, set back at least 3 

feet from the closest element in 
the parklet

24x30 in. tables

2 2 2

Ramp

6ftBuffer Buffer

High-visibility barrier, 36 to 42 
inches high, set back at least 3 feet 

from the closest element in the 
parklet



Parklet – two 25ft parking spaces* 
[5 tables, 22 seats]

Lane MarkerLane MarkerLane MarkerLane Marker

Curb

H = 30 to 36 in. x  D = 18 to 24 in. Stable or Heavy  Barriers H = 30 to 36 in. x  D = 18 to 24 in.

2 2 2 2 2 2

Min
3ft

Min
3ft

Min
3ft

Min
3ft

2
2 2 2 26ft

24x30in tables

Ramp

6ft 6ft 6ft

High-visibility barrier, 36 to 42 
inches high, set back at least 3 

feet from the closest element in 
the parklet

High-visibility barrier, 36 to 42 
inches high, set back at least 3 feet 

from the closest element in the 
parklet

*Or three diagonal parking spaces



Stable vs Heavy Barriers

Examples of Heavy Barriers

Water-filled
plastic barrier

Resin 
Planter

Planters built-in 
as barriers

Concrete 
Jersey wall

 Heavy Barriers

• Speed limit ≥ 30 mph
• Busy roadway
• Traffic is close to parking

Café barrier 
with wide base

Parade or Bicycle 
Barrier

DIY parklet railing  
w/posts and supports

Fence panels with 
w/posts & base plates

Examples of Stable Barriers
 Stable Barriers

 Speed limit ≤ 30 mph
 Low traffic volumes
 Traffic is far from parking

Select barriers appropriate for conditions on your block
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